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ment, prophetically envisaged in the One True Doctrine. 

The vessel of Soviet Law is ready for the sharpest turn. If ordcn 
come tomorrow to put millions inside again for their way^ 
thinking, or to deport whole peoples (the same peoples as bcfo*- 
or others) or rebellious towns, or to pin four numbers on prison^! 
again — its mighty hull will scarcely tremble, its stem will 
buckle. 

There remains— what Derzhavin tells us, what only those who 
have experienced it for themselves can feel in their hearts: 

“An unjust court is worse than brigandage.” 

Yes, that remains true. As true as it was under Stalin, as it w« 
all through the years described in this book. Many Fundament*! 
Principles, Decrees, and Laws, contradictory or complementary, 
have been promulgated and printed — but it is not in accordance 
with them that our country lives, and that arrests are made, tnah 
held, expert evidence given. Only in those few cases (15 percent, 
perhaps?) in which the subject of investigation and judicial pro- 
ceedings affects neither the interests of the state, nor the reigning 
ideology, nor the personal interests or comfort of some of- 
ficeholder — only very rarely can the officers of the court enjoy the 
privilege of trying a case without telephoning somebody to seek 
instructions; of trying it on its merits and as conscience dictate* 
All other cases — the overwhelming majority: criminal or civil, u 
makes no difference — inevitably affect in some important way the 
interests of the chairman of a kolkhoz or a village soviet, a shop 
foreman, a factory manager, the head of a Housing Bureau, a 
block sergeant, the investigating officer or commander of a police 
district, the medical superintendent of a hospital, a chief planning 
officer, the heads of administrations or ministries, special sectioru 
or personnel sections, the secretaries of district or oblast Party 
Committees — and upward, ever upward! In all such cases, call* 
are made from one discreet inner office to another; leisurely, lo* • 
ered voices give friendly advice , steady and steer the decision to 
be reached in the trial of a wretched little man caught in the 
tangled schemes, which he would not understand even if he knr* 
them, of those set in authority over him . The naively trusting htne _ 
newspaper re ^ jg£RQes into the courtroom conscious thaThe is m 
the right. His reason a ble arguments are carefully rehears ed, a nd* 
he lays them before the somnolent, masklike faces on the bench . 
never suspecting that sentence has been passed on him already— 
that there are no courts of appeal, no proper chahnol^arTd'due 


procedu 
£v^v,V‘. unjust v 
There 
We c< ' 
called 

fill llie s 

hangs in 
y . ' For h 

over us, 

. is no la\ 

■ 

v ** • r • 




p 




. 

■M+' 

- v .»* '■'/ - . 
ims- 


oc trine, 
turn. If orders 
’ their way cf 
pics ;is bclcrr, 
rs on pnvonm 
stem wj|J not 

nly thovc who 
r heart*: 

alio, is If 
Fundamental 
nplcmcntary. 
n accofttanc? 

£ mMlc. trui* 
i { 1 5 perx^rnt. 
judicial prtv 
Uhc rngnm^ 
uzrrx* c4- ■ 

'itt enpyy the 
viXjy to Kui 

vj ct cmi* tit 
vint * the 
’♦Id* a iJbeijs 

l 0nrr>sv * 
igof * 
i$f 

M XfK'i&V* 

fgticsv C*$¥ 

;|mV. few** 

v ||4 S3 *&*: 

•ffe 

-|&# teste 

•j&A* 3* 3* 




